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School IPM Coordinators:

Though often thought to refer only to insecticides, the term pesticide also applies to herbicides, fungicides, rodenticides, and antimicrobials (disinfectants and sanitizers such as bleach). A pesticide is any substance intended to control, destroy, repel, or attract a pest. Any living organism such as insects, mice, weeds, or microorganisms (plant diseases, bacteria, and viruses) that cause damage or economic loss or transmit or produce disease is considered a pest.

If your school district uses certain pesticides, you must comply with Healthy Schools Act (HSA) requirements. Some pesticides such as self-contained baits and traps, gels or pastes used for crack-and-crevice treatments, antimicrobials, and products listed as "minimum-risk" pesticides by the US EPA are exempt from most of the HSA's requirements.

However, there is no exemption from the training requirements if you use any pesticide.
· Any staff using a pesticide must be trained in pesticide safety (CCR 6427).
· Starting July 2016, the district's IPM Coordinator and any person planning to apply a pesticide must take an approved course meeting the HSA IPM training requirement prior to the application and annually thereafter (Education Code 17614).

Note that antimicrobial hand sanitizers and hand soaps applied to the human body are not considered to be pesticides. Therefore, they are not part of the Healthy Schools Act.

For more information about pest management practices and school IPM, visit our Web site at: http://apps.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/main.cfm, or email the Department of Pesticide Regulation's School IPM Team at: school-ipm@cdpr.ca.gov

Regards,
School IPM Team

Pest Management & Licensing Branch California Department of Pesticide Regulation 1001 I Street, P.O. Box 4015
Sacramento, CA 95812-4015
Phone: 916-445-9903
Email:  school-ipm@cdpr.ca.gov

Making the grade on pest management! http://apps.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/
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