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What is lurking in your cabinets?

· [image: image2.wmf]One of the most common findings during an SIA safety site inspection is chemicals, especially cleaning materials, stored in areas accessible to children. 

· All schools have some cleaning materials, pesticides, science chemicals, art supplies, etc. on campus that must be handled appropriately and with caution.

Hazard Communication

· Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations requires employers to provide information to their employees about the hazardous substances to which they may be exposed under normal conditions of use or in a reasonably foreseeable emergency resulting from work place operations.

· Only district-approved chemicals should be on site.  Site administration should be consulted before any other chemical is purchased.

· [image: image3.wmf]Each chemical must be properly labeled.  Specifically indicate the contents on secondary containers.  Simply writing “cleaner” is not sufficient. 

· Personal protective equipment (gloves, goggles, masks) should be available and used when required by all staff handling the chemicals.

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) 

· MSDS tell you how to use, handle and store the substance safely.  

· MSDS include emergency and first aid procedures as well as emergency phone numbers.

· MSDS can be obtained from the manufacturer and often comes in the shipment.  

· Our site’s MSDS binder is located _______________________.
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